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BACKGROUND: 
 
On Monday April 16, 2012 an 80 foot Norway Spruce on the western edge of the Ursuline 
College property between Grand Avenue and the school’s theatre, was toppled by heavy winds.  
The tree was one in a line of 14 Norway Spruce, immediately adjacent to a row of parking spaces 
for staff and visitors.   Several cars were damaged by the fallen tree.  Although, thankfully, there 
were no injuries, the tree fell in an area of high traffic for vehicles and pedestrians. 
 
According to a security video time code, the tree fell at 15:38:29.  Just three minutes earlier, a 
staff member had exited the parking lot immediately under the location where the tree fell.  The 
video also shows two vehicles passing through the area just six seconds prior to the tree being 
toppled; a third vehicle passing through that same location just 30 seconds earlier; and two more 
vehicles and two student pedestrians at 49 seconds prior.  An hour earlier, the entire area would 
have been filled with students as buses were loaded at the end of the school day.  Clearly, this is 
a safety issue.   
 
A local tree service was contacted immediately and a technician was dispatched, to do a visual 
inspection of the trees.  He noted that, in his opinion, two were unsafe and should be removed 
and a third was “borderline.”  He also recommended taking the top 20 feet off all the trees, to 
make them more stable and less vulnerable to damage in high winds. 
 
On Friday, April 20, 2012 a second tree service was brought in to assess the stability of the trees.  
The technician did bore samples to determine the extent of rot inside the trunks.  It was his 
professional opinion that of the 13 trees remaining, five should be removed because they are 
unstable; and one other requires so much pruning because of dead wood in the canopy, that it 
should be taken down as well. 
 
Numbering the trees from south to north, those recommended for removal are 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 
10.  However, this would result in hap-hazard spacing for the remaining trees, 1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 12 
and 13, which would neither be esthetically pleasing, nor would it permit proper positioning for 
replacement trees.   
 
The trees in positions 11, 12 and 13 are arranged in a cluster at the northern end of the line and 
tree number 1 is by itself at the southern end.  If these four trees were left and all others were 
removed, the result would be a nicely arranged anchor of heritage trees on either end of a line of 
newly planted trees, which could then be properly spaced and arranged.  In addition, in future 
years, as the heritage trees reach the end of their life cycle, they could be removed without risk of 
damaged to the newly planted trees. 
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As such, it is the recommendation of Facility Services and senior administration that trees 
numbered two through ten be removed; and that a new line of replacement trees be planted.  It is 
further recommended that advice be sought from an arborist with a recommendation to plant a 
variety of spruce or pine that would reach a maximum height of only about 25 feet. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report: Trees at Ursuline 
College Chatham Catholic Secondary School, for information. 
 

 


